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Motivation [1]

● Used by big companies and projects
● Most OSes have some support for DB
● Docs in portable and open format have 

higher value than proprietary ones
– Other formats can be easily generated
– You can easily change the platform

● OS, editors, tools, ...
● A similar concept like with OpenOffice and 

OpenDocument
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Motivation [2]

● In today's situation, we – OS/2 users – 
must try to get fully compatible with 
the rest of the world
– Incoming data: OO.o, Mozilla, ...
– Outgoing data: This could be (also) 

DocBook or its output
– We can hardly impose a native OS/2 

format (INF) to others. Forget about it...

● DocBook will be readable in the future
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Why Do We Need The 
Framework?

● There is (almost) no OS/2-specific SW in 
the framework. So why does it exist?

● You can put it all together on your own, 
but:
– You cannot get it together – several 

vendors and web sites, more versions, ...
– It is quite hard to configure it all. Two 

years ago, I spent a month on it and I 
failed.

– This is a working solution. (I hope :-)
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Components Of The 
Framework [1]

● DocBook DTD: currently v. 4.3
● XSL styles
● Software (all Java-based):

– Saxon
– FOP, XEP, XFC
– Editors: jEdit, XXE, ...

● Rexx scripts
● Fonts (Take them from WinXP)

Grey parts must be installed 
individually by the user due 
to their licenses.
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Components Of The 
Framework [2]
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Not Part Of The Framework 
(Yet)

● DSSSL styles and (Open)Jade
– From old SGML times
– Does anybody need it?

● Other native software: xmllint, xsltproc
● Other converters:

– DB2LaTeX – problems with emTeX/TDS
– JadeTeX (DSSSL)
– PassiveTeX (XSL)
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How It Works

● You create: DocBook document, images
● Conversion to (X)HTML, FO, HTML Help, 

Java Help, LaTeX, ...
● Conversion from FO to paged-media 

documents: PDF, PS, WML, RTF, ...
● Every supported conversion has a Rexx 

script AAA2BBB.CMD:
– DB2HTML, DB2FO, DB2EclipseHelp, ...
– FO2PDF, FO2RTF, ...
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Problems [1]

● Saxon crashes at the end
– ClassCastException
– It does the job :-)

● Commands too long – SYS1065
– Due to config parameters
– Try to keep the path as short as possible, 

e.g. C:\DB

● Some manual configuration necessary 
after installation – PatchTheseFiles.TXT
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Problems [2]

● Non-western characters and their 
mapping to output files
– By default, we get blank space (PDF, PS) or 

transformation errors (HTML Help)
– Solution 1: Use native 8-bit encoding, e.g. 

Win-1250 for HTML Help
– Solution 2: Use good Unicode fonts (for 

PDF), e.g. those from Windows XP
● Arial (-/I/BI/BD), Courier (-/I/BI/BD), Palatino (-/

I/B/BI), Tahoma (-/BD), Times (-/I/BI/BD), 
Verdana (-/I/B/Z)



JK & JK: DocBook, Part 2: DocBook Framework for OS/2 Page 12

Installation [1]

● Homepage at 
http://www.kacer.biz/os2/docbook-framework

● Download from http://hobbes.nmsu.edu 
● WarpIN archive
● Some post-install settings necessary

– Read PatchTheseFiles.TXT
– catalog.xml, CatalogManager.properties, 

FOP config file, XEP config file
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Installation [2]

● Set PATH
– Can be done during WarpIN installation but 

modifies CONFIG.SYS :-(
– Better way: Manually from command line 

just before you use it
– Not needed if you like typing

● CLASSPATH set by the scripts, as well 
as all other parameters
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Screenshots [1]
Installation



JK & JK: DocBook, Part 2: DocBook Framework for OS/2 Page 15

Screenshots [2]
After-install Configuration
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Screenshots [3]
After-install Configuration
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Screenshots [4]
Conversion to XHTML
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Screenshots [5]
Conversion to Formatting Objects
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Screenshots [6]
Conversion to PDF
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Screenshots [7]
Conversion to PostScript
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Screenshots [8]
Conversion to RTF
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Screenshots [9]
Conversion to WML
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Screenshots [10]
Conversion to HTML Help
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Screenshots [11]
Conversion to HTML Help
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Useful Links – DocBook

● http://nwalsh.com/docbook/index.html

● http://sourceforge.net/projects/docbook

● http://www.docbook.org

● http://www.docbook.cz

● http://www.kosek.cz

● http://www.kacer.biz/os2/docbook-framework

● http://www.oasis-open.org/docbook/

● http://www.sagehill.net/docbooksxl/



JK & JK: DocBook, Part 2: DocBook Framework for OS/2 Page 26

Useful Links – Tools

● Saxon: http://saxon.sourceforge.net/

● Saxon: http://sourceforge.net/projects/saxon

● Saxon: http://www.saxonica.com/

● FOP: http://xmlgraphics.apache.org/fop/

● XEP: http://www.renderx.com/tools/xep.html

● XFC: http://www.xmlmind.com/foconverter/

● XXE: http://www.xmlmind.com/xmleditor/

● jEdit: http://www.jedit.org
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Future Plans

● Working configuration for Central 
Europe users for all transformations

● Conversion to IPF, then to INF
– We could then create native OS/2 

documentation from DocBook
– I can't write IPF and XSL yet :-(

● Some basic documentation
● After-install configurator
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By The Way...
Out Of Topic

● Do you know that Mustang (Java 6) 
source code is freely available?

● https://mustang.dev.java.net/
● Last Java support is of great 

importance for OS/2 & eCS due to lack 
of native software

● We should keep track with the latest 
releases, IBM will not certainly do that


